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the rules and regulations of the library, and which is herewiih subp.
ted as part of this report, it will be seen that a correspondeice 5;3
been commenced with an American bork-agentip London, for the pa.
pose of securing copies of the woiks specified in a resolution of 1,
last session.  These are all vaic..ble, as indicating the course ofpo}ic:
pursued at various periods by the mother country in reierence 1 p,
colony here, and, your committee regret to add, are only to he me!
with by chance on the breaking up of old libraries. When obtaines
they will find a most appropriate resting place upon the shelves of the
State Library.. We wust, however, season our expectation for ,
while, till they can be gradually collected together by the diligence of
the agent employed,

‘The -recent discovery of MSS. at Rome, comprising within thep.
'selves authentic materials for Maryland history, is an addiional
centive to exer!ions not to be intermitted. These have been authorised
to be procurred by a resolution of .the General Assembiy, and wj)
enable Marylanders to point with honest pride (o their earliest chrag.
cler, identitied, as he was, with the difficultics and dangers he narrale;,
and distinguished among his contemporaries in an equal degree %y
learning acd piety.” In the variety and extent of his knowledge,
Aundrew White was excelled by few of the age in which he lived, and
is placed by the sanction of ipartial history in the same category
with a John Winthrop. e

For the porpose of expediting the research after these manuseripts,
letters were promptly dispaiched to Stonyhurst Coliege, in Englacd,
a strong hold of Jesuit learning, and upon a gentlemap, now is Rome,
who has fuli access to the arcliives there, has devolved the task of
securing Whatever may - be found of importance to the elucidation of
the early histo'y of Maryland. |

In historical and poiitical importance, these manuscripts hold a
rank subordinate to no works, that the joint committee couid recom
mend to be placed in the public repssitory under their direction, ard
they do not recur to the facts just cited with any view to vindicate the
expediency of making such valuable matler more accessible. Ther
supply original data hitherto unknown, and your committee do not fee!
Justitied in advancing arguments upon so-self-evident a proposition.

The worth of a library depends upon the care with which the se
lection of books for it is made, and in respectfully suggesting sucha
rule for the selection as would tend to the elucidation of facts in con-
rpection with the history of the State, your committee have no dispe-
sition to lose sight of the immediale wanis of apy other department.
But they do wish to make this to which they no'v invite attention, the
paramount one,

With tlie singular advantages, which North Americans possess, for

tracing out the origin and progress of their ingtitulions it igz moher
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of surprise tliat sn imporiant a suhject should have been listlessly re-
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diary to 83 end 90 desirable, in cokrse of tise

making itself subei
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